At the request of an overwhelming majority of residents, we on the UPRD Board, the PG, committees of UPCAI and others, have worked diligently to enable the District to effectively and efficiently acquire the Country Club and other lands in University Park.

Throughout the process, the Planning Group and the Board have worked with the best professionals we could find to help us achieve this objective.

After months of work, we crafted an RD ‘deal’ that was reasonable; and we improved the deal in February when we secured the working capital of the Club in exchange for a prompt Closing, and an option on the previously excluded Lot 7.

We got your support for the deal. On the Bond Referendum, 80% of those who voted (810/1009) gave us their support; this was also equivalent to 67% (810/1202) of the entire community (including those who did not vote), That is is , by any measure, resounding support. That support gave us the direction and focus to serve our constituents.

Think about it…..Had Mr. Garrett not filed his lawsuit, we would now have acquired the Club, operated using the positive cash flow from operations, and begun the process of developing a strategic plan for the future.
Instead, the lawsuit has burdened us with hours and hours of additional meetings, purchase agreement revisions, personal and email responses, and introduced litigation and operating costs.	Misleading and, often time’s, incorrect statements by the Concerned Citizens Group have created confusion and fomented discord in our once tranquil community.

I’m, not going to use our time/your time to again respond to the dozen things a recent CONCERNED email said they would do…we’ve addressed each and every one of them with clear focus, weighing our options, and making prudent balanced decisions.
We have no desire to go back two years and re-do the work on issues and alternatives that have already been addressed by the PG, the UPRD Board, and other leaders in the UP Community.

But let’s get back to where we are today. Had Mr. Garrett not filed his lawsuit, there would be NO NEED for the $1000 per home assessment, NO NEED for the BAN RFP (and its inherent costs) to purchase the club, and NO NEED for the contingent BAN Assessment (to collateralize the BAN) to even have been prepared.
Despite (1) my personal efforts to reach out to Mr. Garrett to achieve a settlement and sincere efforts by my fellow Board Members to do the same, no Settlement Agreement has been forthcoming. During the spring we were proactive and prepared a settlement proposal in good faith to address Mr. Garrett’s apparent concerns. Our proposal was rejected without a counteroffer. And despite many statements to the contrary, CONCERNED emails purporting simple solutions, and requests by myself and our attorneys, we have NEVER, I REPEAT NEVER received a Settlement Proposal from Mr. Garrett and his counsel.

It appears that Mr. Garrett and his small cadre of supporters think they are smarter, they know more, and that we are hiding ‘secret’ deals. Nothing is further from the truth. I and my colleagues have been open to all reasonable questions and devoted countless hours in explaining the issues. Any questioning of the integrity of your RD Board and the PG is totally out of order.

I asked that you continue to support us, continue to ask questions and seek the information you need. The five of us, in conjunction with UPCAI, the PG, and the teams at PFM and Blalock Walters, are dedicated to respond. Our overarching goal is to complete the charge given to us: that is. To get this deal done in the most cost-effective resident friendly matter that is achievable at this time. Thanks again for your support.

